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PROFILE – NANOTECHNOLOGY IN COLORADO

The Colorado Nanotechnology Alliance is a membership-based industry association.  Their members are nanotech companies seeking to commercialize, or who have already commercialized, nanotechnologies in the areas of renewable energy, biotechnology and medical devices, and semiconductors.  

The Colorado Nanotechnology Cluster includes 75 companies, of which 30 have nano-based products on the market.  Approximately one-half of these companies have sales less than $5 million.

Research organizations included in the Colorado Nanotechnology Cluster include federally funded research laboratories at Colorado State University, The University of Colorado, and the Colorado School of Mines, and the University of Denver.  There are an additional 12 private research laboratories.

The importance of the university-based research labs is demonstrated by the Colorado School of Mines, which has over 100 companies involved in the university’s materials processing research.

Colorado is among the top state recipients of funding from the National Science Foundation, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory.  Both the National Institute of Standards and Technology and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory have significant research capabilities and facilities that are available to university and other research organizations.

Colorado has one of the most appealing lifestyles in the United States and, as such, has little difficulty in attracting scientists and engineers.

Colorado’s strategic action plan for nanotechnology includes the development of global collaborations in the categories of technology-based research and industry alliances.

