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French President backs solar industry 
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	By Anne-Francoise Pele 
	


PARIS — Visiting the National Institute for Solar Energy (INES) in Le Bourget du Lac, in the French Alps, French President Nicolas Sarkozy reaffirmed his intention to enhance the Government efforts to develop renewable energies while pursuing nuclear energy. He called for a convention on renewable energies and expressed his support to the second phase of INES, with 500 researchers by 2013. 

During a roundtable discussion at INES on June 9, Sarkozy deplored France's backwardness in renewable energies and highlighted the first measures to be implemented by the French Government to make up lost time. 

Sarkozy declared: "The first measure the French government has decided upon, and I confirm it today, is that we want to become the leader in tomorrow's 'carbon-free energies' without giving up our lead in nuclear." 

He added: "I affirm France's political and strategic will. They [former French presidents] confirmed their choice of nuclear energy. We will become leaders in renewable energies. And, we will take today decisions for renewable energies as important as those General de Gaulle took in the 1960s regarding nuclear energies. It is not one or the other. It is not one against the other. It is one and the other." 

Sarkozy then referred to the climate action and renewable energy package, the European Union's ambitious commitments to reduce its overall emissions to at least 20 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, and scale up this reduction to as much as 30 percent under a new global climate change agreement when other developed countries make comparable efforts. It has also set itself the target of increasing the share of renewable energies to 20 percent by 2020. 

"Today, we are at 10 percent," stated Sarkozy. "In 2020, 23 percent of our consumption will originate from renewable energies. We must respect this commitment. It is a minimum. This will be translated into a set of legislative measures."The first Grenelle Environment Project will be voted in the coming weeks and the second Grenelle Environment Project will be voted by the end of the year." 

As for France's financial efforts, Sarkozy explained: "Where we spend one euro in nuclear energies, we will spend one euro for research in clean technologies. This applies now." 

Sarkozy applauded the work and commitment of INES since its creation in 2006. The department for solar technologies is dedicated to all the technologies involved in solar energies: from material (process development of Solar grade silicon by purification of metallurgical grade silicon), cells (silicon solar cells, Organic solar cells) to modules (development of new processes for module manufacturing) and systems (PV, thermal and energy storage). 

"INES is a resounding success," declared Sarkozy. "INES II, we agree. This means that we will go up to 500 researchers. The Government is behind you. Move on, go for the second stage. Launch INES II. France has decided to invest in photovoltaics in the long term. There is no reason why our German friends should do better than us in the solar industry." 

INES is strongly supported by CSTB (Scientific and technical centre for buildings), CNRS (National Centre for Scientific research) and CEA (French Atomic Agency). The CEA accounts for 80 percent of INES staff. 
